Learning About the Ancient Egyptian Afterlife

The Anthropology Museum at the University of Winnipeg has a collection of hundreds of
artefacts from ancient Egypt, Israel, and Palestine (you can learn more about them here:
https://news-centre.uwinnipeg.ca/all-posts/the-adventures-of-the


https://news-centre.uwinnipeg.ca/all-posts/the-adventures-of-the-hetherington-collection/
https://www.ancient.eu/egypt/
https://www.ancient.eu/Egyptian/
https://www.ancient.eu/New_Kingdom/
https://www.ancient.eu/pharaoh/

Activity:

The Ancient Egyptians had a lot of beliefs concerning the afterlife. Often when someone died
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The Afterlife:
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_deity#/media/File:Ra_Barque.jpg

Ahemait

The Gods of the Afterlife:

Osiris is the main god of the Afterlife, also known as God of the Dead. He is usually depicted as
a mummy with a crown on his head and his hands present holding scepters. He is depicted in
this manner, because in Egyptian mythology, he became the God of the Underworld after his
brother Seth killed him to gain his throne. (We have several small bronze Osiris figurines in the
Hetherington Collection.)

Isis is one of the goddesses of the underworld, but is also important for all aspects of Egyptian
life. She is the wife to Osiris and is the one who invented the mummification process after her
husband was killed.

Anubis is the jackal or canine-headed god of embalming. During embalming ceremonies, the
main priest would wear a jackal mask in honor of the god. Because he was often depicted with
a canine head, Egyptians would sometimes have their dogs mummified with them.

Maat is the goddess of truth, justice and balance. She is the one who will judge the dead in the
final phase of their trial to cross into the afterlife. The heart is weighed against her in the form
of a feather.

Ahemait is the goddess of the Underworld. She is sometimes known as the devourer. She is
rumoured to lie in wait for the hearts that fail Maat’s test. Scholars don’t think she was
worshipped formally and that it was considered unlucky to even say her name out loud because
she was so frightening.

Nehebkau is the god of protection and magic. He is the protector of the pharaoh in life and the
afterlife.
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Activity:
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https://www.britannica.com/list/11-egyptian-gods-and-goddesses

The image below is one of the stone shabtis from the Hetherington Collection. Imagine that it
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